[image: image1.wmf] 

 

WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

 

Clerk to the Council

 

Miss Petrina Kingham

 

9 Lashmar Road, East Preston, 

 

BN16 1ES

 

Tel: 

01903 776363

 

Email: 

clerk@washingtonparish.org

.uk

 

 

Website

: www.washingtonparish.org.uk

 

WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Monday 3rd November 2014

at 7.30pm in the Washington Village Hall

MINUTES of the proceedings of the monthly meeting of Washington Parish Council held on Monday 3rd November 2014.

PRESENT: Councillors C Beglan, T Cook, N Doré, P Heeley (Chairman), D Horwood, S Jolley, R Milner-Gulland, R Thomas, M Turley, D Whyberd

IN ATTENDANCE: West Sussex County Councillor Phillip Circus, Horsham District Councillors Ray Dawe and Jim Sanson, PC John Burt
ALSO: Clerk to the Council Petrina Kingham

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 1
ABSENT: 1

Cllr Heeley opened the meeting at 19.30
15.14 Apologies for Absence and Chairman's Announcements

Apologies and reasons for absence were accepted from Cllr Britt (hospital appointment). Horsham District Councillor Diana van der Klught also sent apologies due to a prior commitment.

15.14.1 Chairman's Announcements and Item 1 of the Agenda

Cllr Heeley explained that to assist with the smooth running of the Council and assure quoracy at the Planning and Transport Meetings he proposed that the Committee numbers be increased from 5 members to 6. This was AGREED unanimously.
As the second part of the business Cllr Whyberd proposed Cllr Jolley as the new Planning and Transport Committee Member, Cllr Thomas seconded the proposal.  The proposal was AGREED unanimously. 

15.15  Declarations of Interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree Dispensations

Cllr Horwood Declared a personal interest in Item 8 as a friend of Mr Newman
Cllr Cook declared a personal interest in planning application DC/14/2179 Asenti Sandy Lane Storrington Pulborough as a neighbour of the property (this item was removed from the agenda due to lack of information from HDC and was not considered further)
Cllr Jolley declared a personal interest in the report of Cllr Heeley at Item 10 as a Trustee of the Sandgate Conservation Society
15.16  To approve the Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting held on 6th October 2014

The Draft minutes of the meeting had been circulated to Councillors on 28th October 2014.  Councillors RESOLVED (004) that the Chairman could sign the minutes as a true record of the meeting which took place on 6th October 2014.

15.17 Adjournment of the Meeting to allow for public participation (19.34)

PC Burt reported that in the rolling year crime in the Parish of Washington had decreased by 1 and was noted as 44 instances to date.  Between the period 30/09/14 - 27/10/14 there had been one crime in Washington (a burglary).  

Cllr Britt arrived at 19.36

There had been a number of occasions of road racing and the perpetrators had been issued with a S59 warning.  This warning relates to the driver and the vehicle and stays in place for 12 months.  If there is a repeat of the behaviour specified in the order by either the driver of the vehicle or involving the vehicle the vehicle is seized and can be destroyed.  
New anti-social behaviour powers now give the police the power to disperse groups of people aged 10 or over from a public place for up to 48 hours at a time, should they be causing a nuisance.  There had been 5-8 arrests for shed and garage burglaries but no charges relating to those in the Parish. There had been some thefts from homes and vehicles in Storrington but shed burglaries had decreased.
The Chairman thanked PC Burt who left the meeting at 19.39

Mr Kevin Newman gave a detailed presentation in respect of his request for support for CLC funding.   Mr Newman was applying for funding for support on 4 projects; Engaging Washington on WW1, Heritage Walking Tours, Washington and WW1 Book, Summer School (permission to use the recreation ground).  Mr Newman confirmed that Gina Wilmshurst's research was to be included in the book and Councillors commended the inclusion of her work.  There was an opportunity for Councillors to ask questions which Mr Newman responded to. Mr Newman confirmed that the company was set up as a Social Enterprise Limited Company, was not for profit and had no shares or shareholders. There were plans to review this and look at CIC/charitable status in the future.  Mr Newman confirmed he would take a salary from the company but that the rest of the profits would be ploughed back in for the purposes of social enterprise.
Mr Newman confirmed that he had further information should Councillors require it.  The Chairman thanked Mr Newman for his presentation.  Mr Newman left the meeting at 19.54

The meeting reconvened at 19.54     
15.18 To report Matters Arising from the previous minutes


The Clerks action list circulated on 31.10.14 was NOTED

15.18.1 (Minute 14.82.3) - Lupin Cottage

Councillors NOTED the following update – Cllr Ray Dawe confirmed that the matter has been referred to DM South for consideration on the 17th November.  The Clerk has received notice of this and Cllr Heeley has agreed to speak on the matter and a place booked for him. Cllr Dawe reported at the meeting that Horsham had now conceded that there was no fundamental difference between the building which had been erected (or substantially erected) and the previously rejected proposal.
15.18.2 (Minute 14.83.6) A283 Pedestrian Crossing VAS
Councillors NOTED the update provided Ross Shepherd is on holiday until the 24th November but has advised that engineers are currently compiling all the data needed before they get a formal quote from the supplier.
15.18.3 (Minute 15.04.7) Banking Arrangements

Councillor discussed accepting the offer from Lloyds bank in the sum of £300.00 in settlement of their failure to properly address the matter of the change of signatory on the Parish Treasurers account which is an ongoing failure. The Clerk updated Councillors at the meeting.  During a conversation with Lloyds they confirmed that they will endeavour to have this issue resolved by 7th November.  They have also undertaken to send a copy of the closing statement for the investment account by this date in order that the Clerk can update the financial records on this account.  The Clerk advised that acceptance of this offer did not tie Councillors into banking with Lloyds and that as the matter had not yet been resolved she would advise acceptance of the money on an interim basis.  Cllrs Whyberd and Turley proposed acceptance on this basis and this was AGREED unanimously. 
15.18.4 (Minute 15.05.2) Email correspondence

Councillors NOTED the following update. The Clerk as proper officer of the Council has the authority and knowledge to screen relevant correspondences and forward relevant communications with an explanation of why they are relevant to assist Councillors.  The Clerk is not required to list these documents and as such this will no longer form an item on the Agenda unless the correspondence is specific to a member of the public and as such needs to be identified. 

15.19. To consider Planning Applications and discuss Transport issues

15.19.1 Applications
SDNP/14/05048/TCA The Peppers, The Street, Washington RH20 4AS - surgery to 1 beech tree, 1 x may tree and 1 beech (trees in conservation area). Councillors had no comment on the proposed works and AGREED the matter should be referred to the Horsham Arboriculturalist.

DC/14/2172 Ridgeways Georges Lane Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3JH - fell 1 x beech tree (preservation order). Councillors had no comment on the proposed works and AGREED the matter should be referred to the Horsham Arboriculturalist.

DC/14/2201 Rowan Cottage Thakeham Copse Storrington Pulborough Fell 2 x trees (Tree Preservation Order). Councillors AGREED that they WOULD NOT SUPPORT the proposed works to these trees which were protected by a TPO if they were healthy, supported  diverse range of wildlife and had amenity value.  

DC/14/2179 Asenti Sandy Lane Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3JJ - Demolition of an existing 3 bedroom detached bungalow and the construction of a new 4 bedroom detached welling consultation expiry date (plans not yet received). As no plans had been received consideration of the application was deferred to the Planning and Transport Committee Meeting of 17th November. The Clerk had already sent a letter to HDC requesting extension for responses until 19th November 2014.
15.19.2 Enforcement

Councillors NOTED updates provided in the draft Planning and Transport minutes of 20th October 2014. No further updates.
15.19.3 Appeals

NOTED none at time of circulation


15.19.4 Decision notices
NOTED no relevant notices at the time of the meeting
15.20 Transport issues: 

15.20.1 Proposed Speed limit reduction from Water Lane junction to Washington Roundabout A283 

Update provided in draft Planning and Transport minutes of 20th October.  The Clerk circulated a draft letter from SSPC for discussion and agreement.  After further amendments were made and agreed the Clerk was asked to email the finished letter to SSPC for circulation and to progress a combined response with the support of Cllr Circus.

15.20.2 Traffic Regulation Order - Washington Village
Councillors NOTED the following TRO - Permission has been granted to advertise a proposed traffic Order the effect of which will be to introduce a 30mph speed limit in Washington village and a 50mph speed limit on the Pike. As part of the legal process West Sussex County Council is required under the Road Traffic Regulation Act to undertake a formal consultation.  The Weblink and Order has been added to the Parish Website.

15.20.3 Road Closures

Councillors NOTED the following closures -  Horsham Road A 24 – Southbound (Washington) -  High friction surfacing - Lane Closure between 03-Nov-2014 and 07-Nov-2014 contractor - West Sussex County Council - added to PC website and circulated 27.10.14.
Cllrs Circus, Dawe and Sanson left the meeting at 20.28

15.21 To Approve Payments Made to the Parish Council, to be Advised of Receipts to the Council, Quotes and Financial Arrangements
Councillors AGREED the following financial reports, payments receipts and quotes for work


15.21.1 Bank balance @ 03.10.14  = £73,786.81 (including £10,330.00 transferred into Lloyds current account) Reconciled as of 31.10.14.  Please note that the investment account on the Council’s internal systems shows as -£3300.00.  The Clerk is unable to adjust this until the final statement is received from Lloyds Bank and until she is a signatory on the account.
Cheques for approval:

	Clerk’s Salary for October 2014 (net)
Gross £1001.33
Tax £33.40
NI £40.60
Office expenses for October include:


Electricity £7.00 

Travel @.45 ppm     182 miles
Postage 
Office expenses:

Total 
Accrued Time in lieu August (as agreed at Full Council on 01.09.14)

Accrued Time in lieu in September (as agreed at Full Council on 06.10.14)

Accrued Time in lieu in October (as identified on the sheet circulated to Council on 31.10.14
Total 
Time taken 3 hours 26th September 2014 (SLCC conference)
Time taken 1 hour 02.10.14

Time taken 1 hour 03.10.14

Time requested in October 17th October 2014 (CAB Meeting)

Total 
Balance outstanding
	Cheque Number 002117
	927.33 

7.00
81.90
23.00

60.17

£1099.40

12 hours and 45 minutes

16 hours and 0 minutes
13 hours
41 hours 45 minutes
(3)

(1)

(1)

(5)

10
31 hours 45 minutes



	Andrew Gale Tree Surgery (invoice 2928) works carried out as per quote 4867
	002113
	525.00 + 105 VAT

	SCS Call Charges (October 2014) 
	
	Max £60.00 + vat

	GACC Subscription (annual) invoice date 261014
	002116
	£10.00

	Stella Russell – Litter Warden October 2014 XX hours @ £6.31 p/h (invoice not yet received)
	
	Max £126.20

	Frank Hottenbacher October/November (invoice not yet received)
	
	Max 250.00

	Tilleys Stonemasons Ltd invoice 9373 
	002114
	250.00 + 50.00 VAT

	John Lower (1st extension graveyard) invoice date 06.10.14
	002115
	£700.00

	JWR electrical (removal of fuse box and installation of a tiny connection box right down by the floor) quote received.
	
	£50.00 + VAT

	Danny Flynn mowing of grass area October
	
	120.00 + VAT

	ICO (Information Commissioners Office) Data Protection Registration Certificate - expires in December (19th)
	
	35.00

	TOTAL
	
	TBC


15.21.2 Receipts:
Councillors NOTED the following receipts

Allotment payment 2014 - 2015 £10.00 (reference 00111/500030) Plot 4
Vipers Muga payments 2014 - 2015 £200.00 (reference 001250/50031) invoices 2014/19 and 2014/20

Allotment payment 2014 - 2015 £25.00 (reference 00030/500029) Plots 9,12,13

Allotment payment 2014 - 2015 £10.00 (reference 001472/500028) Plot 2

Allotment payment 2014 - 2015 £10.00 (reference 200202/500028) Plot 1

Washington Scarlet apple tree payment £10.00 (reference 200029)
15.21.3 Payments Approved without invoice by Council in August and September now Paid
Councillors NOTED the following payments

F Hottenbacher (August/September) £242.86 (cheque 002109)
Stella Russell (September) £100.96 (cheque 002110)

SCS (September charges) £21.76 (cheque 002112)

JRB dog gloves £71.40 (cheque 002111)

15.22. Parish council issues and maintenance
15.22.1 To discuss and consider a response to the statement by Mr Newman
Councillors felt that they had been asked to consider a significant amount of information which they wanted time to digest and absorb.  They requested that the Clerk obtain further information such as a time-line for each project and the company structure and financial position.

15.22.2 To consider proposals from the Washington Village Hall Committee to combine distribution of the Village Hall and Parish Council Newsletters

After some discussion Councillors AGREED NOT to support in principle the proposal to combine the deliveries. The logistics of timing were seen as a problem as was the fact that Councillors felt two newsletters delivered at the same time would dilute/devalue the content of both and possibly lead to both newsletters being treated as ‘flyers’ (and consequently thrown away).

Cllr Britt left the meeting at 20.48

15.22.3 To consider a response to the WSCC survey communications survey (Parish Response required by 9th November)

As the Clerk was the main point of contact for information Councillors AGREED that the completion of the survey be deferred to her.
15.22.4 To discuss and consider a statement to be forwarded to WSCC on Unauthorised banners, signage and fly posting

Cllr Turley reported that although he had initially thought there was an issue with too many signs relating to one or two developments it was actually a matter of only one sign per development and the increasing number of developments.  It was accepted by Councillors that a licence would be granted for this level of signage and that therefore to pursue a breach was not proportionate to the time required to identify the signs for WSCC.  However after discussion Councillors AGREED by 8 votes to ask the Clerk to write to WSCC Highways and confirm that Washington Parish Council does not support to unnecessary and unauthorised banners, signage and fly posting and that these be removed by Highways when discovered.

15.22.5 Asset Register - Update on 4 Historic Mail boxes

Councillors NOTED the following update - The application made in June 2014 has been unsuccessful and the nominated assets added to HDCs list of land nominated by unsuccessful community nominations. Date of Decision Notice 23.10.14. A copy of the Notice has been circulated as supporting documentation to the Agenda.  Protection is already afforded by English Heritage, however there is the opportunity to specify the post boxes under the NP should councillors wish to consider this and referring the matter to the NP steering group. Cllr Whyberd proposed that the Washington Steering Group Members add the post boxes to the Asset list associated with the NP.  Councillors AGREED that this was the best way of progressing the matter of protection.
15.22.6 Barratts - Breach of Conditions relating to Working Times - reported by Cllr Cook
Councillors NOTED the following update -  Malcolm Westcott (Senior Technical Manager- Barratts) has been made aware of the 7.30 start times in breach of the 8.00am Condition and has contacted the site manager accordingly.  Cllr Cook confirmed that since this date the site has been operating within the conditions set for this matter.
15.22.7Telephone Box - The Street - reported by Cllr Britt
Councillors NOTED the following update - Madeleine Hartley, Planning Compliance Team Leader (HDC) has confirmed that the kiosk is grade 2 listed.  BT have been contacted and will endeavour to fit renovations into their programme over the next two month.  Cllr Britt to update the Council accordingly in due course.
15.22.8 Manhole Cover - A283 Storrington - reported by Cllr Britt

Councillors NOTED the following update - The manhole cover belongs to Southern Water.  Tim Boxall (WSCC Highways) has passed the matter to the Street Team at WSCC who will liaise accordingly.

15.22.9 Bench on highway - Destination Triumph Garage (A283)

Tim Boxall (WSCC highways) has advised that the bench will be removed at the end of October failing which the garage will be required to make a formal application for the granting of a licence.
15.23. Reports and Recommendations for Consideration by Council from Committee Meetings on 20th October 2014

The Draft Minutes of the Planning and Transport Committee and OSRA Working Party for their meetings held on 20th October were circulated to Councillors as supporting information and posted on the Parish Website on the same date
Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments & Footpaths and Conservation Working Party
To discuss and AGREE recommendations of the Working Party meeting of 20th October 2014.
Recommendations identified at Numbers:
15.23.1-Item 4 Allotments - (page 2)
Councillors AGREED to allocate £50.00 for Frank Hottenbacher to strim the pathway between allotment 3 and 3A/B

15.23.2 -Item 5 1st Extension Graveyard - (page 3) - Councillors NOTED the additional information provided by the Clerk- the Clerk is to obtain 3 quotes for the work provided - a further two have been requested from Gumbrills and Allbuild.  According to the Open Spaces Act 1906 s11 notice should be given that the stones require rectification - this should be 'published'.  There is a legal obligation to trace any heirs. This period extends over a period of three months. The Clerk advises that putting the request in the newsletter, on the graveyard gate and on the website and writing to the relatives if found satisfies this requirement. The PCC and Diocesan have been sent copies of the report with a request to assist in publishing the names of the stones identified for the first schedule of repairs. The Heirs are obliged to maintain the stones but if they cannot be traced the Council assumes responsibility.  The Clerk has also asked for a copy of the Order made, formally closing the churchyard for the Council records.  If the Order was not made the Council are not responsible for the maintenance so it is important that this document is seen and forms part of council records for the future.  The Council will need a licence from the Bishop before works can commence.  
Councillors AGREED that £1000.00 should be released to deal with the first schedule of repairs and that £100.00 be released for John Lower to do a final clearance of the area before winter. Cllr Turley proposed and Cllr Whyberd seconded that the Clerk progress the legal requirement as advise and this was AGREED unanimously.
15.23.3- Item 6 under item headings Recreation Ground, children's play area, MUGA and RosPA report  - Councillors AGREED to release the sum of £120.00 for extra works to the west ditch of the Hall to alleviate flooding.

Councillors AGREED  that the Children's play area was kept free of leaves and algae by asking Frank Hottenbacher to include this is a regular work schedule over the winter period.

Councillors AGREED in principle to protecting the children's play area from flooding.  The proposal was to install 8 plastic verge markers and backfill the verge at a cost of £80.00.The Clerk explained that on WSCC property the markers had to be plastic to avoid damage to any cars that collided with them. Cllr Cook suggested a drain to assist run off Cllr Turley asked for a picture of the proposed markers to be circulated. 

15.23.4-Item 7 Footpaths and Bridleways
Councillors AGREED that the use of a volunteer force would assist in the maintenance and identification of problems' with the Parish footpaths.  Cllr Milner Gulland was asked to include an item in the December newsletter asking for volunteers.  Councillors AGREED to the proposal the WSCC volunteer group be asked to undertake a state of the footpaths report.
15.23.5To Review Consider and Approve the Wording for the Sign on the 1st extension Graveyard Gate
The Clerk had circulated the proposed sign prior to the meeting and supplied copies to Councillors who had not seen the email.  Councillors AGREED the form of words and that the sign be published on the website and on the Council noticeboards.  The Clerk explained she was hoping to add further information to the sign such as dates of death when these were available. 
15.23.6 Planning and Transport Committee Meeting 
To discuss and AGREE proposals and RECOMMENDATIONS of the Committee Meeting of 20th October 2014 and NOTE items AGREED
Proposals identified at Numbers:
15.23.7-Item 9 Quick Fix Fund (page 4)
Councillors AGREED that the Planning and Transport Committee should formulate and progress an application for funding for two entrance gates and that these may be rebranded with the SDNPA logo and state that it is the entrance to a National Park
15.23.8-Item 10 Access Along Georges Lane to the National Trust Car Park (pages 5 and 6)

Councillors AGREED that the member of the public raising the complaint should be referred to the National Trust in order to request that they add signage to the entrance of Georges Lane.
15.24 To receive reports on meetings and notice of forthcoming meetings

15.24.1 Dementia Friends Training Day 8th October 2014.
Councillors NOTED Councillor Cook's report circulated to Councillors on 9th October 2014.

15.24.2 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 21st October 2014

Cllr Horwood and Cllr Heeley confirmed that the meeting involved the discussion of land allocation and identified various pockets of land as potential land for development.

15.24.3 West Sussex Parishes Meeting 23rd October 2014
Cllr Beglan reported that the SDNPA were rebranding and circulated details of the proposed logo.  She reported that SDNP is the largest national park in the country with 112,000 residents.  They deal with 4000 planning applications and 1000 pre-applications a month.  Due to the linear nature and size of the boundary they have no buffer zone between the park and adjacent communities. They anticipate the combined neighbourhood plan will be completed by 2017. They are resisting current moves to value their land by area and feel that value is by the long term conservation and heritage of the area not commerciality.
Cllr Beglan was disappointed that her question on rectifying the aftermath of quarrying was not satisfactorily answered at the meeting and advised that a fracking meeting had been arranged by them with details on their website.
15.24.4 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Meeting with Thakeham Parish Council 28th October 2014
Cllr Heeley reported that Thakeham's call for land has resulted in 6 sites being put forward, all of which the Steering Group for Thakeham had rejected.  They were however in discussion with other owners of land seen as more suitable for development.  Because their plan was progressing quickly it was anticipated that the date of examination would be the same as SSW combined plan.
15.24.5 Sandgate Conservation Society Meeting October 30th 2014
Councillors NOTED Cllr Heeley's written report circulated on 3rd November 2014.

Cllr Milner-Gulland confirmed that he attended the Southdowns Network and SAS Groups and had updated Councillors with any relevant information.  He was not on these groups as a representative of the Parish Council.

15.25. To Note Correspondence received

15.25.1 Letter from Nicola Bilton - Caladh dated 26th September 2014
Cllr Heeley read from the letter which had been circulated on 28th October 2014.  Councillors concluded that their stance remained unchanged but conceded there was an issue with speed on Rock Road.

15.25.2 Parish Website contact from Veronica Pearce. Highlighting dangerous junction at Hampers Lane/ Rock Rd.Washington Parish Council has addressed this issue on a number of occasions and as the lane is private WSCC Highways defer the problem back to the residents.  The mirror was not installed by the WPC.  Councillors asked that the Clerk contact highways to report the complaint and relate the council’s ongoing concern. The Clerk was asked to advise Mrs Pearce that the matter had been reported and to direct her to WSCC. Cllr Jolley suggested that the more residents that protested the more likely it was that the matter might be escalated.  The Clerk was asked to action accordingly
15.25.3 Letter received from HDC - re Lupin Cottage dated 28th October 2014.  The letter was NOTED but did not explain the delays. Cllr Heeley hoped to be able to provide a further update from the DM (South) Meeting on 17th November 2014.
15.26. Items for press release
None received 
15.27 Newsletter December 2014

Could the Clerk please receive any items for submission in the December 2014 Newsletter by 17th November 2014. 

15.28. Clerk’s report

This is a report covering October 2014 and covers matters that may not arise elsewhere on the Agenda.


15.28.1 To receive an update in the increase in the price of the office telephone line

Councillors NOTED the following update - The price of the Clerk's office line has increased - the cost of line rental will be raised by .75 per month due to increased costs and levels of service imposed by BT (see supporting documentation)
15.28.2 To confirm attendance at the Finance Committee Meeting to be held at 20.45 on 17th November

Councillors NOTED the following meeting and no apologies were received from Members. Matters for the meeting to include - draft budget, Clerks hours, appointment of an internal auditor.
15.28.4 Police Matters

No reports
15.28.4 Freedom of Information/Data Protection Requests

No requests were received in September
15.28.5 Compliments and Complaints

None
15.28.6 Holidays

None

15.28.7 Training
None
Petrina Kingham Clerk to the Council 3rd November 2014

15.29 To receive items for the next agenda

For the exchange of information only, as it is a non-specific item, members cannot make decisions under this section.  If you have any urgent business that needs a decision to be made at the meeting and you are unable to notify the Clerk in time for it to be included on the Agenda, please speak to the Clerk before the meeting begins. 

15.30 Date and Time of next Meetings

Finance 20.45 17th November 2014
Planning and Transport 19.45 17th November 2014
Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments Committee 19.00 17th November 2014 
Full Council – 1st December 2014
The Meeting Closed at 21.48

Signed………………………………….




Dated……………………..
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